SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th August 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), C Osborne, M Pettitt, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White.

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Blaine, Broughton, Gale, Jones, Scott and Smith.   

       
2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members                (P30/08)

(a) Prejudicial interests. 
There were none.
(b) Personal interests.
Cllr Pettitt (Agenda items 11 and 12) as Vice-President of the Cricket Club and Sandy Colts FC. 

Cllr Pettitt (Agenda item 16) as Vice-President of the Cricket Club. 

Cllr Osborne (Agenda item 11) as Chairman of Sandy Football Club, user of Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Osborne (Agenda item 12) as Member of St Swithun’s Church Council.

Cllr Sutton (Agenda item 15) as Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.

Cllr Aldis (Agenda item 15) as Vice Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.

Cllr Sharman (Agenda item 15) as Member of Sandy Enhancement Group.

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council   (P31/08)
     (See List Attached)

4.  Minutes                                                                                                   (P32/08)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 30th June 2008 as approved, amended by Council Meeting held on Monday 4th August 2008, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions


    (P33/08)

The decision to dismiss the appeal by the Planning Inspector for the site at 6 Stratford Road, Sandy was noted.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council

    



(P34/08)
Notice of appeal received from MBDC – 07/01768/Full – Site at rear of 192 St Neots Rd, Sandy.
Resolved: To ratify and approve objection already taken by the Clerk.   
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
        (P35/08)
Cllr Aldis reported that there were no items affecting Sandy. 

8. Street name signs, replacement.                                  

(P36/08)
The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: 
a) That Cllr Aldis would inspect the street name signs in the area he distributed the Annual report as well as the areas Cllr Blaine and Jones distribute the Annual report. 
b) Cllrs D Sharman and P Sharman would inspect all the street name signs in Fallowfield and St Ivel Park. 
c) Other areas of the town will be inspected by a Councillor where they distribute the Annual report or Council staff, Councillors to confirm if they can check the street names. 
d) All street names to be inspected and information reported back to the Council Offices by the 8th September 2008. 
e) That the Town Council should issue a Press release, indicating that resident’s let the Town Council know of any street name signs that need replacing. 
9. Sand Lane
    (P37/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

The letter from Bedfordshire County Council was noted.

Resolved: That the Clerk requests the cost of the sign and reports back for Council recommendation.
10. Illegal parking outside Commercial Premises.
            (P38/08) 

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: 
a) That Councillors and Council staff log vehicles parking on double yellow lines, or even zig-zag lines outside commercial premises, passing information to Mr Whittaker from Mid Beds District Council. 
b) That the Town Council should issue a Press release indicating to resident’s that the Town Council will be logging illegally parked vehicles outside Commercial Premises.
11. Sunderland Road Pavilion / Secure Storage Project
(P39/08)

The Clerk’s written report which was previously circulated was received and considered. A verbal report was also given by Cllr Pettitt and the Deputy Clerk.
Several Councillors also spoke about the delays in the project being completed, clarification on modifications and they will not accept no compromise as the project needs to be in accordance with the contract. They thought Nick Cooper, Project Manager had let them down and lessons to be learnt from this project. A lengthy discussion took place. An elector spoke to the committee. The following was then proposed and seconded.
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk to contact Nick Cooper about the completion of the project and then send Nick Cooper’s response to Councillors by Friday 15th August.


12. Open Spaces Sub-Committee

 (P40/08)

The minutes of the meetings held on 30th June 2008 and 21st July 2008 were received and considered. Following discussion it was
Resolved to recommend: 
a) That Sunderland Road Recreation Ground over-seeding and verti-draining be taken to Finance and General Purposes (Estimates) meeting. 
b)That a more sympathetic process is looked at as an alternative to flail mowing of the old railway embankment at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground due to the environmental impact. 

c) That the filling of the dip at Bedford Road Recreation Ground is continued in May 2009.
d) That the trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground along Albion Court be pruned at a cost of £2,275.
e) That the current play area at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be redesigned and that ideas are gained from Play equipment providers.

f) That the brick storage at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be removed at a cost of £1,050, once the football club has removed the five a side goals. This to be paid for from the interest on Capital.
g) That the old concrete cricket wicket and two old picnic bench at Bedford Road Recreation Ground bases be removed at a cost of £280. This to be paid for from the interest on Capital.

h) That the replanting of the hedging and protection with post and rail fencing at the Cemetery to be taken to Finance and General Purposes (Estimates) meeting. 

i) That the installation of a new gate at the Cemetery to be taken to Finance and General Purposes (Estimates) meeting. 

j) That the Open Spaces Sub-Committee provide proposals for next years bedding plants for the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

k) That the Open Spaces Sub-Committee provide proposals for Parking and Storage at the Stratford Road Depot for the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

l) That the Deputy Clerk write to PCC at St Swithuns Church, with a proposal for not planting against the wall and planting an additional bed with either permanent planting or bedding plants.
m) That the Deputy Clerk write to PCC at St Swithuns Church, with a proposal for replacing the rose bed with either permanent planting or bedding plants or planting a rose bed in a different location and planting  with the Rose St Swithun.
13. Tree at Junction of Ivel Road/ High Street


(P41/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered. Following discussion it was


Resolved to recommend: 
a) That the Clerk write to Bedfordshire County Council about their intentions for the area, that the streetscene in the area is in need of improvement and a replacement tree is required.  
b) That the existing bench to be replaced with a new bench.

c) That the Captain Sir William Peel sign to be moved from its present location to a more suitable location, possibly the junction of Ivel Road/ High Street, if Bedfordshire County Council approve.
14. Trees in Delamare Close, Sandy




(P42/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: Approved change of trees.

15. Weeds in Sandy streets





(P43/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered. Following discussion it was 

Resolved to recommend: That the Clerk writes to the new Leader of Central Bedfordshire, Cllr Tricia Turner to find out how they intend to tackle weeds.

16. Cricket Club Lease






(P44/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered. An elector spoke to the committee. Several Councillors spoke about the cricket club lease. Following discussion it was decided that the following investigations were needed. 

a) The Council want a further investigation to find out if an addendum could be made to the current lease, instead of a new lease being drawn up. 
b) Which solicitor(s) will be carrying out the work and how long if more than one solicitor will each solicitor take to draw up the new lease as the rate quoted is Partner Solicitor rate.
c) Do the football club and bowls club also need a new lease with Sandy Town Council.
d) Consider making arrangements for the locking up of the building, for the cricket club to be able to contact the person locking up. For example as the fixture can finish early, finish late and play abandoned due to bad weather.  
17. Fallowfield Open Space Working Group  


(P45/08)

The minutes of the meetings held on 14th July 2008 were received, considered and noted.


18. Press Release





                  (P46/08)
     
 See item 8 and 10. 
19. Quiet Lanes – Policy Note Consultation



(P47/08)
The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered. Several Councillors spoke and after discussion about Sand Lane and Stratford Road, it was decided that Sand Lane meets the current criteria.
Resolved: That Sand Lane is put forward to Bedfordshire County Council as a Quite Lane.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	31/7/08

94/08


	08/01389/TPO

Mrs K Edwards

12a St Neots Road

SANDY

SG19 1LB
	TPO: Two Lime trees to be re-pollarded at 6m and the epicormic shoots removed.  Chestnut tree to have branches reduced in length by up to 1.5m and epicormic shoots removed from lower trunk at 12a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours St Neots Road Health Centre and 8 Greens Close, Sandy notified


	Resolved: No objection
	PP&OS

11/8/08

13/8/08
	

	1/8/08

95/08


	08/01339/FULL

Mrs S Peachey

27 Potton Road

Everton

SANDY

SG19 2LE
	Full application for erection of 2 No.one bedroom flats and 1 No.two bedroom flats with parking at land to rear of 114 – 120 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 114,116,118,120,122124 St Neots Road and 2,3,4,6,8 East Road Sandy notified

	Resolved: No objection
	PP&OS

11/08/08

13/8/08
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